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Curriculum Vitae 

 

Name:   Claudia M. Palena, Ph.D. 

 

Address:  Laboratory of Tumor Immunology and Biology, CCR, NCI 

10 Center Drive, Bldg.10, Room 8B14, Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone:  301.496.1528 

E-mail:  palenac@mail.nih.gov 

 

 

Education:  
 

1995  M.S. (Biochemistry), National University of Rosario, Rosario, Argentina 

 

2000  Ph.D. (Biochemistry), National University of Rosario, Rosario, Argentina 

 

 

Brief Chronology of Employment 

 

1996 – 2000 Ph.D. Research Fellow, School of Biochemistry and Pharmaceutical 

Sciences, National University of Rosario, Argentina 

 

2000 – 2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, Laboratory of Tumor Immunology and Biology, 

National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda, MD 

 

2005 – 2008 Research Fellow, Laboratory of Tumor Immunology and Biology, 

National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda, MD  

 

2008 – present Staff Scientist, Head Immunoregulation Group, Laboratory of Tumor 

Immunology and Biology, National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda, MD  

 

 

Fellowships and Scholarships  

 

1993 –1995  Scholarship for Training in Scientific Research, Helios Foundation, 

Argentina. Mentor: Dr. Ruben Vallejos, CEFOBI, Argentine Research 

Council, National University of Rosario, Argentina  

 

1995 – 1996  Scholarship for University Students Excelling in Scientific and Humanistic 

Disciplines, Antorchas Foundation, Argentina  

 

1996 – 2000 Ph.D. Research Fellowship, Argentine Research Council, National 

University of Rosario, Argentina.  
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Honors and Other Scientific Recognitions 

 

 Academic Merit Award, National University of Rosario, Argentina, 1996 

 

 Exceptional Performance Award, CCR, NCI, NIH 2003, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 

 

 Federal Technology Transfer Award, CCR, NCI, NIH 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 

2008, 2009, 2010 

 

 NIH Group Merit Award, “For achievements in the field of therapeutic cancer vaccines, 

from vaccine design to science-driven clinical studies, as an outstanding translational 

program.” 2009 

 

 

Membership/Societies 

 

 Active Member, American Association for Cancer Research 

 

 Full Member, Metastasis Research Society 

 

 Member, Cancer Immunology Working Group, American Association for Cancer 

Research  

 

 Member, Tumor Microenvironment (TME) Working Group Member, American 

Association for Cancer Research 

 

 Member, Vaccine working group, NCI, NIH 

 

Editorial Board Member 

 

 ISRN Immunology 

 

 

Technology Transfer 

 

1. U.S. Application No. 12/528,796. European Application No. 08743578.0. Australian 

Application No. 2008221383. Canadian Application No. 2,678,404. Japanese Application 

No. 2009-551830. (E-074-2007) Inventors: Palena, Schlom, Kozlov  

 Title: “Brachyury polypeptides and methods for their use.” 

 In national stage in U.S. Canada, Europe and Japan. 

 

2. New U.S. Provisional Application. Filed on 3/17/11 by Globeimmune, Inc. 

Title: “The development and use of a recombinant Brachyury Saccharomyces cerevisiae 

(yeast) vaccine for the prevention and/or therapy of human cancer.” 

 Inventors: Schlom, Palena, Guo, Apelian  
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Academic Appointments/Teaching  

 

1990 – 1992   Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Biology, National  

University of Rosario, Argentina 

 

1993 – 1994  Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Microbiology, National 

University of Rosario, Argentina 

 

1995 – 1999  Graduate Student Instructor, Department of Biological Chemistry, 

National University of Rosario, Argentina 

 

1999 – 2000  Graduate Student Instructor, Department of Molecular Biology, National 

University of Litoral, Argentina 

 

Mentoring 

 

Current Postdoctoral Fellows 

 

2006-present Dr. Romaine I. Fernando  

2008-present Dr. Duane Hamilton 

2008-present Dr. Bruce Huang  

2011-present Dr. Alessandra Jales 

 

Previous Postdoctoral Fellows 

 

2007-2008  Dr. Paola Trono  

Currently: Postdoctoral Fellow, Laboratory of Immunology, Regina Elena 

Cancer Institute, Rome, Italy 

 

2006-2011 Dr. Mary Litzinger 

Currently: Manager of Educational and Career Development Program, 

American Association of Immunologists, AAI, Bethesda, MD 

 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute-NCI Research Scholars 

 

2008-2009  Marianne Castillo, MS, MD. 

Currently: Completed her MD at University of Medicine and Dentistry of 

New Jersey (UMDNJ), New Jersey Medical School, New Jersey 

 

2010-present  Cecilia Larocca, 3
rd

 year Medical School- John Hopkins University School 

of Medicine 
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Invited Presentations 

 

International  

 

1. “Serum Proteomics Patterns for Cancer Diagnostics”, Istituto Regina Elena, Rome, Italy, 

2002 

 

2. “Novel Strategies for the Immunotherapy of Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia”, The 

Second International Cancer Vaccine Meeting, Siena, Italy, 2006 

 

National 

 

1. “Brachyury-targeted T-cell immunotherapy for chordoma”, Second International 

Chordoma Research Workshop, Bethesda, MD, 2008 

 

2. “Vaccine-strategies aimed at blocking metastasis by targeting of molecules that control 

the epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition”, 2nd Annual Cancer Targets and Therapeutics 

Conference, San Francisco, CA, October 2010 

 

3. “Brachyury as a target for T-cell immunotherapy”, Third International Chordoma 

Research Workshop, Bethesda, MD, March 2011 

 

4. “Targeting Cancer Stem Cells and the Epithelial-to-Mesenchymal Transition” 2nd World 

Cancer Vaccine Summit, Boston, MA, Scheduled for June 22-23 2011 

 

5. "Immunology of Cancer Stem Cells & EMT." 26th Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC), formerly the International Society for Biological 

Therapy of Cancer (iSBTc), Bethesda, MD, Scheduled for November 4-6, 2011 

 

6. “Brachyury as a vaccine target for the control of the epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition 

of carcinoma cells”, International Conference and Exhibition on Cell Science & Stem 

Cell Research, Philadelphia, Scheduled for Nov 29-Dec 1 2011 
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